Is Salvation Monergistic or Synergistic

(By John McCarty)

1st Peter 1:1:  To the elect

Elect means to be chosen or singled out 

1) Some say that God chooses certain individuals causing them to turn to Him. 

2) While others say God chooses those that accept His free gift of grace.

Category 1) are called Monergist

Category 2) are called Synergist  

Monergism means that salvation is of God alone.

Synergism means that salvation is equally dependent upon both the acts of God and the acts of man.  

To determine which of the two systems is the biblically correct position depends upon the biblical description of the gift of salvation.

Is Salvation a gift OFFERED or a gift BESTOWED?

GIFT means:  A thing given to someone without payment.

There are two kinds of gifts.  1) Can be offered and refused the other is 2) bestowed and cannot be refused.  

An example of a gift offered would be like someone offering you a diamond ring or some very expensive gift and your refusing to take it because it is to expensive and you don’t want the person to be out so much on your behalf.  That is a gift offered and you are both mentally and physically able to refuse it.  It falls within the realm of your ability.  

A gift bestowed would be like someone risking his own life by entering your burning home while you are passed out from smoke inhalation and pulling you to a place of safety.  That is a gift bestowed and one that cannot be refused because you are neither mentally or physically able to refuse it.   It falls outside the realm of your ability.  

We must determine for ourselves which of the two kinds of gifts is the biblical one and the one that would be the most cherished. So let’s examine the mental and physical condition of the man laid out for us in the scriptures who receives this gift.

The bible uses several words and phrases to help us determine the condition of fallen man.  

1) DEAD…not sick, not desperately sick, not sick to the point of death, but DEAD!  The consequence of sin in each and every person is spiritual death, according to the bible.  “The soul that sins will surely die” (Ezekiel 18:4),  “For the wages of sin is death…”  (Romans 6:23).  In fact the Bible teaches that we are born as sinners (Ps 51:5; Romans 5:19).  

2) BLIND…”But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, whose minds the god of this age has blinded…” (2 Cor 4:3-4).  No one can see Christ without God shining His light on Him.  “For God who said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness, made His light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.”

3) PERISHING… “But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing…” (2 Cor 4:3-4).  

4) CONDEMED… This means you are under the judgment of God for your disobedience against Him.  “… But he who does not believe is condemned already…” (John 3:18).  (Romans 1)

DEAD; BLIND; PERISHING and CONDEMED is the biblical description of the spiritually dead man or the person without Christ.  

DEAD means to be devoid of any life!  Just as a physically dead man cannot hear, see, breath or respond to physically stimuli, neither can the spiritually dead man respond to spiritual stimuli.  This means that every man that comes into the world is born physically alive but spiritually dead, which mans he is a walking dead man.  Alive on the outside but dead on the inside!  All spiritually dead men are blind; perishing and abiding under the wrath of a Holy God and in desperate need of being rescued.

I don’t think it takes a rocket scientist to see that the unregenerate man, according to the bible, is in any condition to help God do anything.  He is neither mentally or physically capable of doing anything to assist God in rescuing them from spiritual death.  Even if the man was both physically and mentally capable he doesn’t even have the desire for God to come to His rescue.  

Some say that man must first exercise faith and based upon that faith God will come to his rescue and save him, while others say; no God must come to his rescue, raise him from spiritual death to spiritual life and enable him to repent and believe the gospel.  

Back to the analogy of the burning house… If your home was burning down around you and you were passed out from smoke inhalation would you want the person coming to your rescue to politely knock on the door and wait for you to give them your permission to save you or would you want them to knock the door down, come find your lifeless body and drag you to safety?    

Again, I don’t think it takes a rocket scientist to know that if someone were knocking on your front door while you were unconscious to know that you were completely unable to come give him or her your permission to do anything.    

So which is it?  Is salvation monergistic or is it synergistic?  Is it totally and completely an act and work of God or does man assist God in saving him?  

You tell me!  Sing our guest book and leave a comment or e-mail me at pttrsfreedom@alltel.net.
In His love & grace,

John
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